ent Readers

bound, shackled and helpless,

This adventums, written in the style of
the Tac Power, Ales Rider, Alpku Force
and Young James Homd senes, wi
appesl Lo older primarny bows,

Buss Mermin

Kids" Wight In 3: a Sea of Storles
and (ceans of Orther Stuff (2005)
Jessien Adoms, Aang Fienherg, Lo
flarnis B Temarn Sheward eds.,
Verioes Mesrator, Puffin, 50150,
OTH 0 14 330445 6 524.95 ™

4
Fairy takes. moden tales. modem
fainy tales! In this bumper third val
ume we hrd B genme &o it amy
taste. High-calibre authars and illus-
trators have contributed their effoty
to prowide & feast of stong [ particy
Wy ioee the sense of peromalisation
in this rollection. Mot anly have
authors contributed short storles, rep-
sesanited by both wond ard pickune,
also included am fvnunte recipes
{micluding awplanation of any person-
al significance to the authar),
fEvounte verse, sven Inendy advim
Shephen King once described a short
story 35 0 ks i e dark from o
stronger. | haee a penchent for shor
sinres; these 14 something about the
careful ecoromy of wonts that
appeals to me. Naratie Telse steps’
that am easily forghable n & longe:
e hecome glanngly obyviow na
short sbong As would B expected in
an eciectic coflecton of this magni-
tude, the quality is varable. &nd et [
fel i 15 wrlair 1o highlight ard rom
pam these stores against each other
They are each a differant kind of kisy
in the dark, together offering children
i verilEsle |iberary degustation’
Machoe' Jonsren-<Gihsan

THIRTY
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MAGPIES VOLUMWE TWENTY-FOUR

Books suitable for ompelent readers who enjoy longer, mrore
comples stories. Some will be erfoired by readers in lower

secondary school, % indicates an Awstrallan fook,

™1 N7 ook

m imdkcates o boak for miore mafire indepemdeal remiers

Tracey Binns is Lost (2000)
Sherrpl Clark, UDF, 123pp.
G O Y022 3705 & $16.95 Fh

In s sequed to Tm-;r.' Binns 15
Troiwhle, the headmaster supported
by the dreadful BE. t=acker, Mr
I.'f_"l"|||'|[|. 15 leading the school imo a
new era of healthy eating and Py
cal ewercize. Tracey Bires is homrifed
it the new regeme b with a fitle
help from ket friend Tsabella begirs
ta firm up, nat, however, in tima for
the dmaded school camg. Gouped
with [sabella, Justin Hi-face and
Ediat 15 had encaagh but when Elliot
talls off & b, as dioes Mr Gureing
when Fe goes to help, beeaking hiy
leg I the process, it w Jistin who
calmiy takes charge and Tracey who
sets aff ko find help. Much here an
responsibility and survieal Eactics, not
taking people at e value, friend-
whip ared wodnng h'_r_,el:h-:r

FRayma Turtor

The Slightly Skewed Life of Toby
Chrysler (2000)
Pl Colhing, Celapens Press: dist
IMT Books: salesmimbooks, com_ay
142pp, OTE O 9750748 &4 4
514,95 Ph

o

Tty Chrysler, ntheradse known s
Milo, 11 different: he can in'sl:a'ﬂl,!,n
stabyse st of numbers, Gterlly
interpeet conversations, his mother &
mizsing, he has just moedered his
relghbor (twice) and the police ane
Furdting him. D& he really cause the
death of hiz elderly reighbour? What
message from the sfterife was she
trying to tedl kim? Where is his moth-
er and where 15 her missing red shoe?
50 beqgire The Skightly Skewed Life
of Toby Chingsler which hooks the
reater nght from the beginning and
maintains a fast acton pace threasgt-

FGUR

aut. Toby & aided by Fuks, his
proverh twisting friend whose remedy
far |||I:|5,"5. frodes 15 o Lay fow o e
it weed ond Al ivee o o ke
sanse af sty sic], just one of
many creative pears of wisdem which
add humsur o 1Fe wanoie orises Ehat
Tty experiences. Enbes Ginl]r' wiho
has Inst her dad and realizes ther &
a connection with the mysterious dis-
appesande ol Mry Chrggler, The new
frends haich a scheme that soon
lands them in more trouble and en-
dangers Ginger's fife—but will their
plan work? Family secrels ane expoed
and Tabry ared Girger disoower_ they
have mame in comman than they aves
thought. 'While dealing with seriow
Eventy, re sue of lamily brealdoen
and seomwds, this 15 an easy to read
npvel with appeal for 10-12 year alds;
reluctant readers will respond o the
humaour, pace snd aooessible test
Allisan Fterson

The Magician’s Elephant {2009)
Kote Dilamills il Fodo Temask,
Candlewick Prest, 207w

A78 0 7636 4410 § $24.95 Hb

Like filamillo's amamd-ainnirg esrfis
books for younges seaders, The
Miraculous Jowmey of Edward
Tulane and The Tale of Desperaux,
The Magician's Elephant & writlen in
the formal, poetic style ot an old
lmrytale, 3 Grimm or a Permault. Like
them it iz filled with life’s tragedies
ard melieved by He's warmih and
hape: by the courage, compassion,
creatwity and commadeshap that |ead
o happy-ever-after.

At the centre of the sory 15 the ele
phent, accdentally conjured up by a
tadding magician i a desperate bid fior
fulftment, The elephant wes spposed
to be a Bouquet of llies, 4 token of
eqtpett lor the noblewnman in whose

NEW BOOKS NEW




